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[00:36] Jonathan: Welcome to the Love & Respect podcast. I’m Jonathan Eggerichs joined            

here by my father Emerson Eggerichs. We’re so glad that you could join us for this                

episode, Episode 125, the week after Thanksgiving 2016. 

[00:48] We trust all of you had a meaningful Thanksgiving with friends and family and did find                

something to be grateful for. Even as we wrap up this 2-part series on “Saying ‘Thanks’                

versus Being Grateful.” 

[01:02] That’s the title of today’s episode. This is Part II. Part I was started last episode,                 

Episode 124. If you haven’t had a chance to check that out, you can go to                

LoveAndRespectPodcast.com and search there and find it. You can get it through            

iTunes, Stitcher, other RSS feeds for podcasts. 

[01:19] You can find it on our website and additionally in our, which I believe last time I                 

checked is nearing 26,000 downloads of that app. We’re so grateful to those of you               

that continue to utilize that and hit the share button on that app and pass it on to                  

others, as well as those of you that do it via iTunes with episodes and leave reviews                 

for individual episodes to people. 

[01:43] We get emails quite frequently, “Somebody forwarded this to me,” and it touched             

their heart or helped them in some aspect of a relationship in their lives. Thank you                

for those of you that continue to do that. 

[01:54] I just wanted again to highlight, as we approach the Christmas season, lots of great               

options for gifts over in our store, whether it’s combining mugs and a book set, or a                 

book and a workbook, or getting DVDs for people. 

[02:09] These are great Christmas gifts for individuals and couples that you know in different              

stages of life in their relationships. I just wanted to highlight that and head over to                

store.LoveAndRespect.com as always to check those out. 

[02:21] Dad, I’ll turn it over to you now here for Part II on this topic of “Saying ‘Thanks’ versus                   

Being Grateful.” I’m excited to wrap this up as I think we move from the tangible, if                 

you will, as we talked about last time, to the intangible on this topic. 

[02:35] Emerson: Well, as we pointed out, there’s a difference between saying thanks and             

being grateful. I think we all know that. I can say “thank you” to somebody and my                 

mind and heart is a million miles away inwardly on that feeling grateful at all. 
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[02:49] We can tell our children to say “thank you” but we can't coerce them to be grateful.                 

That’s one of the points we make on our parenting conference, that children are              

moral spiritual beings who ultimately are going to make their own internal decisions. 

[03:03] We, as parents, really can only control our actions and reactions to our kids. We               

cannot control the outcomes in our children because at some point they have to make               

their own decisions. 

[03:13] One of the motifs that we strike is that, as I just pointed out, you can take them to                   

church and force them to sing, but you can't create within them an authentic worship               

in heart. 

[03:25] There are limitations that God has designed for us as parents and that makes us a                

[03:29]. But from this we learn something about ourselves, that we needed to be              

reminded every so often—particularly during Thanksgiving seasons and other         

moments—where, “Hey, are we still married children ourselves?” 

[03:44] I mean, we’re parenting thank you, but inwardly we’re not really grateful. We looked              

last time at pausing for a moment and looking at the tangible things that we have. I                 

mean, the truth is most of us in the West are rich compared to the standards of                 

people in other portions of the world. 

[04:03] And we all kind of know that sometimes we need to pause and just realize, “I’m a                 

blessed person and I need to be grateful for that.” It’s that whole thing that we’ve                

talked about. I was complaining about not having shoes until I saw someone who              

didn’t had feet. 

[04:18] We’ve all heard that, but we need to stop and remind ourselves of that because these                

sayings, these truisms, these axioms that we sometimes hear from others, it’s that             

whole idea of “stop and smell the roses,” that kind of thing, there’s great wisdom in                

that. 

[04:34] You talk to a person who has cancer and has six weeks to live, they will tell you, “Stop                   

and smell the roses.” We need to listen to what people have said to us. And one of the                   

things that we’re challenging ourselves with is, “Am I really a grateful person?” 

[04:48] “Am I grateful for what I have? Or am I really kind of upset about what I don’t have?”                   

This does have long term impact on who we are as a person. I just personally think                 

that ungrateful people die quicker. I really do! 

[05:02] I’ve watched over the years as a pastor people who are older and who are in                

retirement centers and I kind of think we kind of know it that person has a great spirit                  

about them, they’re positive, they’re optimistic, they’re grateful, they’re expressing          

thanks because they’re grateful. 

[05:17] They just keep moving through life and they live longer. It’s well worth just stopping               

and thinking about this. If you care enough about your life and all that you’re               
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complaining about not getting, well, maybe if we shifted a little bit, you’re going to               

enjoy what you have longer. 

[05:35] Jonathan: Let me just maybe interject there because some who may be listening right              

now or maybe even feeling convicted—so a little self-disclosure—even as my father            

gives this little introductory comments I’m feeling convicted right now as I hear him              

talk. 

[05:52] I get to, I’m grateful for this part, I get to work from home a few days a week and had                     

lunch today. I gift that my wife and I had decided to give each other for Christmas                 

arrived and I was setting it up and it was frustrating. I wasn’t thinking about the                

gratefulness of something like Amazon Prime and something arriving quickly. 

[06:15] I was getting frustrated and I could feel my blood boiling a little bit. So I struggle with                  

this from a deep in our heart place. Even as you reference church and growing up, we                 

went 3-4 times a week with you being a pastor. Was my heart grateful? Was it a heart                  

issue versus just a behavior? 

[06:35] I hope it’s meaningful to you that we attempt to open up about our own issues and                 

problems, and this is an area where I struggle to be grateful for the things around me.                 

I have so much. I want to want to be grateful. 

[06:50] So some of you out there right now sitting there going, “I need to do this,” well, the                  

cohost of this podcast is feeling the same conviction. 

[06:57] Emerson: Well, and I think some empathy towards you, there is a great deal of truth                

about temperaments. We would say that you are melancholy. Most of the prophets in              

the Old Testament were melancholy. 

[07:07] Jeremiah, you see this, the poetic, many of the sages, many people who are deep               

thinkers have  a melancholy and they struggle. 

[07:20] Jonathan: Well, psychologists too. That’s why I can sit often with people in deep, deep               

pain.  

Emerson: Correct. And you empathize with that. So I think we want to be fair. There                

are some people who are sanguines, that just are optimistic. Mom. Sarah is sanguine. 

[07:33] My own mother was sanguine. There are people who are just—Joy, our            

daughter—they look at life through a grid that tends to be, “The glass is half full, the                 

glass is not half empty.” 

[07:46] So we want to be empathetic to the temperaments, because if you’re melancholy             

you’re going to struggle with this maybe a little bit more, but this is the very thing that                  

needs to be practiced. It needs to be something that you need to then have some kind                 

of inner script periodically like in this great illustration. 
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[08:02] We have Amazon Prime. I push “hit” and my doorbell rings. We have so many               

conveniences it’s mindboggling. It’s like the person who said, you know, they sent             

them a text and they were on the other side of the house and the person was                 

infuriated because it didn’t get to them. 

[08:18] He yelled over, “Wait a second! It needs to get to the satellite and bounce back!” We                 

have this loss of perspective and sometimes these kinds of topics and these kinds of               

podcasts remind us. But I want to be empathetic toward the people who have a               

melancholy where it’s a greater struggle. 

[08:36] Life isn’t fair, and yet there is an upside to that as well. I think when a person is                   

melancholy gets in tune with the things that they’re grateful for, that they will write a                

great book about it. They’ll be able to impart it in that counseling session. They can be                 

transparent like you were just now and people are going to gravitate toward that              

individual who has a greater sense of understanding. 

[08:59] Jonathan: Thank you for waging my conviction. I feel better now. 

Emerson: It wasn’t done for any other reason because it’s true. 

[09:07] Jonathan: Thank you. 

Emerson: We looked last time at the tangibles, giving thanks to the tangibles. But              

what if we don’t have as much as others have, or maybe right now we’re losing                

everything we did have? 

[09:21] So does that destine us not only do we not say “thank you” as insincere as it might be,                   

but we’re not going to say anything because we really have nothing about which to be                

grateful. 

[09:33] We want to shift to what we all know. There’s the tangible and then there’s the                

intangible, as I said, and everything in between. But, Jonathan, begin with what we say               

here about focusing on the intangible things that we do not have instead of fixating on                

the tangibles we do not have. Continue, if you would. 

[09:52] Jonathan: Those of us who lack material goods could wine, “Well, I cannot be grateful               

for tangible blessings since I have so few.” There’s good news on this front. The Bible                

declares a set of truths that are to refresh all of us and engender gratefulness. 

[10:05] For instance, I’m not following that reference there, Dad. 

Emerson: Yeah, James 2:5. Sorry about that. “Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters,             

did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom                   

which He promised to those who love Him.” 

[10:26] The emphasis there, it caught my eye years ago, “rich in faith.” And people who lack                

the tangibles have, in the Kingdom of God, some advantages that the Scripture—not             
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only here, but we’ll read some other Scriptures—highlight that we are in a really              

privileged position, but we don’t think of it in that way. 

[10:46] But if you stop and realize there are many things that people who lack the tangibles                

they are put in a position where they turn their hearts toward God. Jesus, we’re going                

to quote Him in just a moment, tells the rich to be rich towards God. We need to be                   

rich in faith. 

[11:01] And sometimes those who have in abundance they don’t depend on God for anything.              

They don’t see the hand of God in their lives as a result of it. Now, we’re not                  

promoting poverty in order to somehow advance deep spirituality. Don’t misread the            

point here. 

[11:14] We’re not prescribing poverty, we’re simply describing the fact that we might be in              

that situation where we have less than others, and does that mean, therefore, we are               

in an unprivileged position? 

[11:26] The Scripture certainly would counter that by saying, “The poor of this world can be               

rich in faith toward God.” That is something that I want to unpack in a moment. But                 

there are some other verses that I think highlight some of this. Read 2 Corinthians               

6:10 if you would. 

[11:41] Jonathan: It says, “Poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing all              

things.” In Revelation 2:9 it says, “I know your tribulation and your poverty,” and then               

parenthetically it says, “But you are rich.” 

[11:57] 1 Corinthians 3:21-23, “So then let no one boast in men, for all things belong to you,                 

whether things present or things to come. All things belong to you and you belong to                

Christ and Christ belongs to God.” 

[12:13] In Luke 12:21 it says, “So was the man who stores up treasures for himself and is not                  

rich toward God.” And finally Proverbs 6:16 says, “How much better it is to get               

wisdom than gold, and to get understanding is to be chosen above silver.” 

[12:30] Emerson: Now, years ago, I mean, we’ve talked about the guy that said, “I’ve been               

poor and I’ve been rich and rich is better.” We get it. But if you’re on the other side of                    

rich, you’re a dollar above poverty and you’re struggling just to have enough money at               

the end of the month to pay the bills and so many people feel there’s more bills at the                   

end of the month and there is money, we get that. 

[12:52] This is a struggle. There can be indebtedness for any number of reasons. But in that                

state there’s a dependency you have. And the question is, are you going to then turn                

to an ungrateful griping individual or is God actually allowing you and calling you to               

look tp Him and to see His hand in your life? 

[13:08] We want to address that today because many of you are in that situation. And have                

you ever noticed some people who are in a situation where we look at and say, “No,                 
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they’re really not in an enviable situation.” And yet, there is such a joy about them,                

there’s such a gratefulness in their heart. 

[13:23] And you’ll look at this and they’re just so happy over what would be, to most people,                 

pennies. “What are you so excited about?” Because we’re going to share some stories              

today about people who when they’re in that situation are looking to God not for a                

million dollars, but for an extra 20 bucks. 

[13:23] Suddenly, coincidentally, and coincidence after coincidence isn’t coincidence,        

suddenly they’re experiencing something and they look at that and I think, “I think              

God just heard  me.” 

[13:50] The rich person who doesn’t ask, doesn’t pray, is just turning to the resources              

constantly doesn’t have the opportunity to experience what that person does. That’s            

why this idea of being rich in faith and being grateful for the intangibles, one of which                 

is the hand of God in your life. 

[14:07] I used to want to see what was in God’s hand and then the Lord convicted me by                  

saying, “Do you want to see what’s in my hand, or would you prefer to see my hand?                  

Are you looking for a lot that is in my hand, or is it just going to bring some joy to you,                      

Emerson, to see my hand?” 

[14:22] And the poor who are rich in faith see the hand of God and they may not be                  

monetarily a great amount of money or a great amount of whatever, but they know in                

their hearts that the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords who loves them to whom they                 

belong, all the things that we just read they are in Scripture. They have nothing yet                

they have everything. There is this sense that the Lord is hearing me, He knows my                

name,  I’m important to Him, and this dependency on Him is being honored by Him. 

[14:51] I’m pleasing Him. And it saddens me, Jonathan, that there are so many people out               

there in these conditions who don’t turn their heart that way. They are depriving              

themselves of the opportunity. 

[15:03] One of the things that I’ve said through the years: the blessing will come, it just comes                 

a few minutes beyond what we want to wait for. The blessing is just around the                

corner, and some people lose their patience. 

[15:14] They don’t wait long enough to allow God to help them at that point of their need.                 

Particularly the individual that it just continues to complain and grope and curse. I              

mean, what a sad way to live instead of, “Maybe it’s a worthy experience for me to                 

give this over to God, to ask God to help me with this. This intangible presence of God                  

that will manifest itself for the purpose of creating in me a grateful heart.” 

[15:41] Read that story about a school teacher. I’ve heard these stories countless times. For              

example, a school teacher at the Christian school in the inner city. 
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[15:53] Jonathan: A school teacher at a Christian school in the inner city is just a dollar above                 

poverty in terms of income. However, this tougher circumstance affords her the            

opportunity  to keep her faith in God’s throne in the way that the rich do not. 

[15:53] The rich do not have testimonies like, “I need $20 more this week for groceries               

because I invited a single mother with her two kids over for dinner. Well, my               

great-aunt, who u have not heard from in eight years, sent a check for $20 to use in                  

whatever way I wished.” 

[16:21] The rich do not have their financial backs against the wall. They’re not petitioning God               

like this. In fact, they aren’t asking God for much at all. The poor have ample amounts                 

to encounter the hand of God. 

[16:32] Emerson: They have these ample moments to encounter this. So if you’re in a              

situation right now where you just feel like you’re a dollar above poverty—perhaps             

you’ve already spent it and maybe you feel you’re underserving. But you know what?              

In humility you can say, “Lord, we mismanaged here a little bit, but I do want to do                  

something here for somebody. I do want to reach out. I do want…” 

[16:51] “And we’re in need at this point. I’d like to do something special for my child over                 

Christmas or something. But Lord, I don’t deserve anything. I don’t deserve anything,             

but I am asking You for Your kindness to help me with this need that I have.” 

[17:04] “I give you opportunity. If you don’t respond that’s fine. I’m not manipulating you, I               

am just simply asking you. The Bible says, ‘I have not because I asked not,’ and Your                 

word also says that, ‘The poor rich in faith.’” 

[17:16] “I’m turning to you in dependency because I really do have a desire. I think it’s a need,                  

but it definitely is a desire. I want to serve somebody with this. I give you permission                 

to encourage through this with this intangible and I will be grateful in my heart toward                

what You do. If not, that’s fine.” 

[17:33] The thing I want to point out here is have you ever prayed this way? Have you ever                  

entered into the Kingdom of God principles like this and experiment it with this,              

explored, learned from this? See what God might do in response. 

[17:47] Some people are strong believers because they’ve done that years ago, and suddenly             

a coincidence happened and it’s like, “Wow! Almighty God seemed to respond to me              

in this situation.” 

[18:00] And once you experience that once or twice, then suddenly an appetite is there and it                

kind of gets exciting and there’s a sense of anticipation. You’re almost grateful, even              

though you haven’t received anything, just the anticipation itself brings a measure of             

joy. 

[18:16] Jonathan: Keep going? 
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Emerson: Yes. 

Jonathan: Having said this, the rich can be rich in faith toward God. Jesus expected               

this. Those with resources can make a decision to trust God. I recently talked with a                

man who owns a major corporation who decided to give half the profits to the cause                

of Christ. 

[18:33] The company jumped from eight 8 % to 16 % profits are remarkable. Everyone who               

hears this is stunned and all the more when they discover that 8% is $500 million. He                 

gladly gave that 8% to ministries while maintaining his normal profits. 

[18:50] Clearly, God heard his prayer as an ungreedy rich man seeking to depend on the Lord.                

It was as though God said, “Since you are exercising this kind of faith, the normal 8%                 

profit you make I will not take from you. Instead, I will double your profits.” This rich                 

man is grateful. 

[19:03] Emerson: And there is that Biblical truth on in Proverbs 11:25, “The generous man will               

be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.” That’s what Jesus said,              

“Give and you shall be given.” 

[19:07] So even if you’re rich, you still shouldn’t deprive yourself of this opportunity. And of               

course, this is David Green. Sarah and I recently had dinner with he and his wife                

Barbara. 

[19:27] We spoke to the Hobby Lobby, which is the organization we’re talking about, is one of                

the most profitable retailers in the world. And he was sharing with me that the top                

retailing companies will make anywhere between 3% - 8%. The top are at 8%. He said                

when he gave everything over there were running around 8%. 

[19:27] And immediately those profits doubled and God Himself, it was like the Lord said,              

“Okay, I’m going to let you keep your 8%. You’re already there? Fine. If you’re going to                 

give the half of those profits to me, I’ll double your profitability and as $500 million.” 

[20:02] This is something that you need to understand, folks. This is powerful, powerful stuff.              

And you know what? God isn’t interested in amounts. He is not interested in amounts.               

He is interested in faith. 

[20:14] He has a cattle on a thousand hills and a thousand cattle on every hill. If there is                  

indifference, I mean, think of the universe and how big it is. God is just humongous.                

May I say this? He’s bigger than us, way beyond! 

[20:27] So you don’t have to somehow say, “Well, if I was in that situation I’d do the same                  

thing.” No, you wouldn’t. If you don’t do it with $20 dependency, you won’t it with                

$20 million dependency. 

[20:37] One guy said to a fellow once, “Well, if I was making $10 million a year, I’d give several                   

million dollars a year to the church. He said, “Well, let’s just say that guy is giving 30%                  
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of his income. Are you going to give me 30% of your $80,000 you’re making right                

now?” 

[20:48] “No.” He said, “Then you’re not going to give it when you make that amount either.”                

So the point here isn’t to shame us as much as to say: Look, whether you’re rich or                  

poor you can do this and you can touch the heart of God as deeply as these individuals                  

on either side of the spectrum here. 

[21:06] I want to challenge you to enter into this and discover this intangible element. Even               

though in these cases we’re seeing money come back—and we’ll make some            

reference here in a moment. 

[21:15] The deeper point I’m making is seeing the Hand of God, seeing God respond to you.                

This is the intangible. In some ways—we’re going to end with this message—it’s not so               

much being grateful for something, it’s more about being grateful to someone, our             

Heavenly Father, and that’s the deepest issue. 

[21:32] When we develop that deeper attitude there is this response and, quite often, it’s              

going to be maybe just with His peace, with the sense of His presence. Maybe just an                 

open opportunity to converse with someone about the love of God, or a child              

returning to his/her faith. 

[21:52] We begin to see these things and our hearts pause and we’re very, very grateful to                

God for what He is doing in response to what appears to be our earlier petition.                

Continue to read, if you would. 

[22:04] Jonathan: Are there places you can step out in faith to see the hand of God in your                  

life? Is there any greater intangible? Years ago, when another pastor and I –that’s you,               

Dad—started the counseling ministry called “The Open Door” where we did not            

charged for counseling nor solicit money from the business community, nor make our             

needs known, word got out that we were conducting this ministry to help others. 

[22:26] One couple had a soda machine at the local school that never made any money. The                

wife said, “Lord, I want to give to this ministry so all the profits from this machine, if                  

there will ever be profits from this machine, will go to The Open Door Ministries.” 

[22:39] Stunningly that machine started to make—I don’t know if I ever heard that story, Dad.               

Stunningly that machine started to make money. Each month she’d bring in a bag              

packed with small coins from all the sales from the Coke machine that up to then                

made no money. 

[22:53] Her faith not only refreshed us, she was refreshed. So I’m assuming the Coke              

refreshed people as well. 

Emerson: Exactly. That’s good, Jonathan! 
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[23:00] Jonathan: When people give something like this to God with no intention of touching              

the gold or glory, God has a way of honoring. Although, I do wonder why the Lord                 

allowed so many teachers to consume so much sugar! 

[23:11] Emerson: Well, I wondered about that. What’s the illogical implication? But apart            

from that, humor is remarked. Yeah, it was a paper bag they would bring in every… it                 

was amazing! She was amazed! She and her husband were stunned. 

[23:25] We all scratched our head. I still, to this day, remember that and think, “Lord…” But                

my point is each of us who may be lacking things right now, you’re in a position to                  

depend upon God. You can be rich in faith toward God. Don’t whine about the fact                

that you’re lacking, could this be the very gift in grace of God to you that you would                  

turn your heart toward Him? 

[23:45] If you were God and you were being ignored by millions of people, but that the person                 

who then have the back up against the wall turned to you and said, “I need your help.                  

I need to experience your love,” we do have a tendency to respond to that person? 

[23:58] Absolutely! Don’t conclude here that your situation is so bad that you’re a hopeless              

helpless victim. This is perhaps the ripest moment, this perhaps is the best of              

moments. And I’ve heard people who have more money that they don’t know what to               

do that they’ll recall as husband and wife, “Remember when we were on our early 20s                

when we didn’t have two nickels to rub together and how we got down our knees and                 

prayed and how things began to happen?” 

[24:21] And they say, “Yes. We’ve never experienced things as meaningful over the years as              

those early days.” Truly what I’m saying is powerful. Don’t deprive yourself of seeing              

this intangible response on the part of God. 

[24:34] But continue on some research, Jonathan, that I came across. 

[24:38] Jonathan: To this point the stories about being rich in faith toward God end up being                

stories about materialistic blessings. So let’s look more closely at another dimension.            

There is another reality about the intangibles. 

[24:49] Lifeway Research did a survey and found out, according to Scott McConnell, the             

executive director, “The blessings that matter most are the ones money can't buy.”             

The study reported most Americans are thankful for family 88%, health 77%, personal             

freedom 72% and friends 71%. 

[25:08] Emerson: Let’s just stop on that for a moment. Family, health, freedom and friends.              

You can't buy this with money. I mean, you can invest in health, I suppose, you can                 

buy your friends, I suppose, but I think we get the point. 
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[25:08] Jonathan: Fewer give thanks for wealth, only 32%, or achievements, 51%. What is also              

fascinating is that older folks differ those from the younger. Those 65 and older are               

more thankful for family, 92%-- 

[25:36] Emerson: Land on that. Family they are thankful and grateful—92% of those who are              

65 and older. That just almost went to 100%. There is an insight here. Continue then. 

[25:47] Jonathan: Then versus fun experiences, which was 48%. Those under 25 were            

thankful for fun experiences, 70%. 

[25:56] Emerson: Ok, so that’s 70% compared to 48%. There’s a real jump in difference there.               

Although, go ahead… 

[26:03] Jonathan: They still cherish family, 77%. As we get older, the importance of family              

rises to the top in importance and fun dims in value. 

[26:11] Emerson: And I think all of us need to realize that—and I have over the years—the                

older people get, the more they realize. And particularly when they get really old they               

start saying, “I’ve outlived my family. I’ve outlived my children. I’ve outlived my             

friends.” 

[26:22] But they don’t talk about the fact that, “I’ve got this money or I’ve got…” It comes                 

down to these relationships. I think one of the greater beauties and virtues of women               

is that women instinctively get this. 

[26:35] I think the that the older men get, the more they begin to realize this truth as well. But                   

nonetheless, here again, here are the intangibles. How sad when we are so             

preoccupied with so many things and then we lose a family member, we lose a friend,                

we lose our health. 

[26:54] We suddenly realize, “How could I’ve been so ungrateful for the incredible intangible             

gifts that I had and I don’t think I ever even gave thanks one time for these things                  

which now I deem as priceless?” 

[27:09] Jonathan: Yeah, they’re kind of, in some respects, stages of life according to research,              

too. As we get older we begin to think about legacy or something kind of called                

generativity. What have we left behind in terms of the relational and the things that               

we’ve passed on? We really begin to think about those things. 

[27:29] I think these types of things and these types of conversations and reading on this,               

hopefully as you’re, I think, attempting to do, can we begin doing that earlier versus               

just a life stage and letting it kind of happen automatically because we start to look                

back on our lives and realize what really matters. 

[27:48] Emerson: Well, and we’ve listened to Jeff Manning, our pastor, who did a             

Thanksgiving message and he made a comment that I thought was just absolutely             

profound, that right now we are shaping the age and person that we’re becoming. 
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[28:01] We all know that there’s either that complaining, resentful, the bitteral man kind of              

thing image that we portray sometimes versus that person who is happy in spirit. It               

does come down to temperament at some level, granted, as we said earlier, but I               

think it’s also the result of small decision made every day over 50 years. 

[28:01] You keep making the wrong decisions every day for 50 years and you’re going to be                

the individual that the retirement staff doesn’t want to come into your room versus              

the people who are hanging out at your door post because they’re delighted with Mrs.               

McGilly who’s 98 making everybody laugh. 

[28:36] Why is she doing that? Because she’s a grateful person, and every day for all those                

years she was grateful for the many things that she had. She never overlooked that.  

A couple of stories here on a negative note. Read those about the businessman that I                

remember encountering many years ago. 

[28:58] Jonathan: As for families value, a very successful businessman came to work one             

morning with his eyes swollen shut from her his teen son hit him. They got into a fight.                  

Proverbs 19:6 states, “He who assaults his father is a shameful and disgraceful son.” 

[29:14] I surface this to remind us that having a lot of money pales compared to this father’s                 

heartbreak. On the other hand, those of us with meaningful family relationships need             

to see we have what most consider the greatest of values. 

[29:26] Consequently, if we are going through some tough times financially, keep this            

intangible blessings of family front and center. We must not lose sight of what money               

cannot buy, and which the rich envy. 

[29:38] You shared at the Marriage Conference the story of a woman who married a rich man                

and lived in luxury. She would sometimes visit her sister who lived in a 1,200 ft2 home                 

with her husband and 3 kids. 

[29:49] After visiting, she drove away in her Mercedes with all of her diamonds only to pull                

the car over several blocks away and sob and sob. You see, her sister had a great                 

marriage and wonderful children. This wealthy woman had neither. Intangibles trump           

the tangibles.  

[30:04] Emerson: Always. Always. Always. That’s why we must always remember this world is             

not the end and Jesus said that He goes to prepare a place for us and if that were not                    

so, He would’ve told us. And as I think we all know one of the thieves on the Cross                   

that day alongside of Him, He said, “This day you will be with me in Paradise.” 

[30:25] And those of you who have been listening to us on the podcast, we just got a                 

tremendous letter from a woman in Hawaii who’s become a believer in Christ             

because of this podcast. 
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[30:34] We need to be reminded this world is not the end in itself. We trust the Word of                  

Christ that there’s another world coming. One of the reasons we should be deeply              

grateful for the things that we’re talking about here is that this is true truth. 

[30:45] I love Christ saying, “I’m going to prepare a place for you, if it were not so I would’ve                   

told you.” (John 14:2) I love that. “If it weren’t so… I’m not lying to you. I’m not lying                   

to you.” This is coming. 

[30:58] Therefore you should live in light of that. And even if you don’t have what the world                 

says you should have, even if you have nothing He said earlier, Paul did, “We have                

everything. We possess nothing but we possess everything.” 

[31:09] The question is are we fools? Is religion the opium of the people? Is that really the                 

mindset that we’re just idiots and so we cling on to whatever to enable us to survive?                 

Or is it really true that there is another world coming, that this world is not an end in                   

itself and we can truly be grateful people, that we are not here by randomness, this                

isn’t all just change, we live for a few shorts years and die and go back into                 

nothingness? 

[31:37] Or there really is this sense deep within our hearts that there is a call to live happily                  

ever after and that is true truth and is coming? 

[31:44] So therefore, if we lack some of the tangibles, should we not just kind of say, “So                 

what?”? There is so much more. There is so much more. And Christ is telling us that.                 

And how sad, then, that the Apostle Paul says something in Romans 1:21, “For even               

though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks.” 

[32:07] I mean, to some of you listening, you would say, “Yeah, I kind of know God. I’m not an                   

atheist. I kind of know God. I believe in God.” Have you ever given thanks? He says,                 

“They knew God but they did not give thanks.” 

[32:21] That is a sad way to live. But I contrast that, as we draw this to a conclusion, with                   

some figures that we all know. Our pilgrims in United States of America, the early               

Pilgrims, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. 

[32:34] Jonathan, would you read some of these historical things as we conclude this?             

Because it’s inspiring about the idea of giving thanks and having a grateful heart. 

[32:34] Jonathan: In 1621 Americans first celebrated Thanksgiving towards God. The Pilgrims           

at the Plymouth Plantation held a celebration at the end of their first harvest. Later in                

1789 President George Washington had a Thanksgiving day to honor that great and             

glorious being who is the beneficent of all the good that was, that is, or that will be. 

[33:05] To George Washington this was the God of the Old and New Testament. In 1863               

President Abraham Lincoln established the fourth Thursday of November as a federal            

holiday. Lincoln, too, accredited God for our national blessings. 
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[33:18] “They are the gracious gifts of the most high God who, while dealing with us in anger                 

for our sins, have nevertheless remembered mercy.” For Lincoln, this too was the God              

of the Bible. 

[33:30] Emerson: And that’s why I said earlier that, yes, we should be thankful for the               

tangibles. Yes, we should be thankful for the intangibles. But ultimately it’s not the for,               

it’s the to. 

[33:41] We are to be thankful to God. And I think our Founding Fathers and certainly Abraham                

Lincoln, people who suffered, people who went through things, like the Pilgrims who             

were in situations where life and death was real, the Civil War that Abraham Lincoln               

encountered… All these atrocities and difficulties. They are giving us more than just, I              

think, platitudes. 

[34:05] There was a sense that ultimately we’re to give thanks to God. And when we give                

thanks to God, I believe that He’s going to respond to that. That’s why the Bible                

commands us, “Give thanks in all things for this is the will of God for you in Christ                  

Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

[34:20] And that’s why that song is so powerful: “Give thanks” and the title is “Give Thanks”                

and then there’s a parenthesis “with a grateful heart.” 

[34:29] Why? Because we can parrot thanks and not mean it. So the challenge for all of us                 

when I give thanks whether is on Thanksgiving, or when I say, “Thank you,” or even                

when in prayer—you see the connection always with prayer and Thanksgiving—when           

I’m giving thanks what’s going on in my heart? Am I truly a grateful person? 

[34:50] Jonathan: We’re so glad that you could join us this week. As I indicated earlier in this                 

episode, and then here at the end, these things convict me, they remind me, they               

refresh me and I trust the same occurs for many of you out there. 

[35:08] As always, as I said in the beginning, we’re so grateful deeply for those of you that                 

share your testimonies, as he mentioned the woman who said she came to Christ              

through this episode. Another person last week said they were up to listening to 57               

episodes in a row. 

[35:25] We couldn’t do this without you and those of you that share. So please on those links,                 

share it with friends and family who are hurting on a particular topic or just need to be                  

reminded of something that might encourage them. 

[35:38] We are thankful for joining us for this episode and we will see you next week. Take                 

care. 
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