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[00:40] Jonathan: Welcome to the Love & Respect podcast. I’m Jonathan Eggerichs joined here by my               

father Emerson Eggerichs after a two-week absence in person, but not absent in terms of you                

listeners out there hearing what he had to share. I hope that that two-part series on parenting                 

God’s way from a sermon he gave earlier this year was powerful and meaningful to you. 

[01:02] On the second part, if some of you ran into any problems downloading that, what you may                 

had that was my fault in uploading it properly to the podcast website and iTunes and I think I                   

caught that within a day or two, but that should be addressed. So if did email on that issue,                   

again, I apologize for that, but that should be up there too, and for those of you who are                   

taking our direct RSS feed I’m on that. You shouldn’t have no problems with that. 

[01:35] A technical glitch there and my sincere apologies, but both episodes are up. If you haven’t                

listened to them, I encourage you to do so. It’s a powerful sermon that my dad gave and                  

please share it with others that you think might benefit from it. 

[01:49] Emerson: Yeah. In fact, where we have done it was First Baptist Orlando on that. We took the                  

“Love & Respect in the Family” book and I think we sold like 1,250 of those books. We sold it                    

at a reduced priced. I think they just bought it because it was such a good deal! 

[02:04] I was so honored that they would get so excited about that content and the book. So if you                   

haven’t read “Love & Respect in the Family” please consider that. I would be excited for you                 

to do it. 

[02:16] Jonathan: Today we’re going to be continuing on a similar vein with the parenting topic, but                

more about on how we view our parents. This is Episode 69 and it’s titled “Are our parents to                   

blame for our issues?” 

[02:37] I guess I’m curious, dad, as I sometimes ask you is this in response to some emails that you’ve                   

been receiving recently? IS it in response to just kind of thinking about this topic of parenting?                 

Where did this particular subject come from recently? 

[02:52] Emerson: Well, because you blame me for all your issues.  

Jonathan: Or that! 

Emerson: Yeah, but I think the idea of the wounded healer that we address periodically and                

how do we deal with our past, how do we deal with things that we struggle with. I think one                    

of the first things that we try to figure out is, “Hey, I’m not a perfect person and nobody is, but                     

maybe I’ve got more imperfections than others. Why?” 

[03:18] The natural tendency is to first start looking at our moms and dads. “If I had different parents                  

or if I’d had better parents, or if they’d had done things differently would I be better and                  

different?” I think those are the normal thought process we go through to try to figure out                 
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why we have personal issues and why we have interpersonal issues at times. That’s the topic I                 

want to address today. 

[03:45] Jonathan: Well, let me read a little introductory statement and then you can jump in where                

you want to go. 

Many of us look at the things in ourselves that we do not like, and at the negative reactions                   

from people we do not like, and we wonder, “Do these problems exist in my life because of                  

my parents? Had they had been better parents or had treated me better, then surely I’d be a                  

better person with fewer personal and interpersonal problems, right?” 

[04:07] Emerson: Exactly. And that happens when we see things in ourselves that make us unhappy.               

There isn’t a person listening that thinks they’re perfect. We all see our inadequacies and we                

compare ourselves to others and we see our anger, we see our fears, we see our                

shortcomings. 

[04:26] You know, sometimes when we sit alone—and I think a lot of people don’t sit alone today                 

because that thought process inwardly is not a pleasant one, so they have music on, they’re                

always busy—but I think that those moments when we do sit sometimes have a sense that,                

“Could I be a happier person?” 

[04:44] Some of us have temperament. Like you would be more melancholic, mom is more sanguine.               

Granny was a sanguine. There wasn’t a person she met she didn’t like. But others of us are                  

maybe more withdrawn. So there is a temperament issue here that shouldn’t guilt trip, but I                

think some of us feel badly about ourselves because we see things in ourselves that we really                 

don’t like, and at moments of honesty we admit, “You know what? I need to be more mature.                  

I need to react differently here.” 

[05:14] But then we begin to think, “Why am I reacting this way? Why am I not happy?” It’s normal to                    

begin to think, “Is it because of my mother? Is it because of my father?” We look back, we see                    

those moments where our parents were disappointed with us. They may have communicated             

something to us on an occasion where they found us inadequate. 

[05:39] We can look back and think, “Wow! Maybe I struggle inwardly because of the messages that                

mom and dad sent.” We felt at times we weren’t good enough, and we knew our parents                 

loved us. I mean, most of us knew that. I think there’s a percentage of you out there perhaps                   

that feel your parents didn’t, but most of us say, “Yeah, they loved us as best they knew how.”                   

But do they really always like us, particularly in teenage years? 

[06:05] And there’s this kind of undercurrent of gloom, I think, that floods us at times causing us to                  

wonder, “Does my inner unhappiness at times stand from how my parents had viewed and               

treated me? If only they could’ve been maybe the type of parents who really understood me,                

I’d be happier.” Does that seem like a fair kind of overview of thought process of some                 

people? 

[06:26] Jonathan: Yeah, it’s a part of how people view themselves in the world around them and how                 

they interface with it. I mean, they look to the past. “If only my parents had modeled this for                   
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me or done this for or not done this to me,” right? I think these thoughts come and they’re                   

natural. 

[06:47] Emerson: Now, there’s a second part of this. Now I sit and wonder why internally I’m not                 

happy in my own person, but there’s also this interpersonal dynamic. Others seem to have a                

poor image of us. Maybe we have a self-image problem, but maybe we really don’t have too                 

much of a self-image problem but we get this feeling that other people have a poor image of                  

us. 

[07:11] Not everyone invites us to be around. We wonder why we’re not invited, and when we do                 

show up it seems some of those folks are less than glad to see us. We feel ignored. We feel                    

maybe rejected. We begin to wonder, “Why am I less popular than others?” 

[07:35] Maybe at work, for instance, we now receive promotions and we got poor reviews from our                

supervisors. We feel unfairly evaluated. We don’t think that what they did was correct. Yet at                

the same time we’d look at this environment, we see ourselves struggling with team work, we                

see ourselves struggling with friendship, we even see ourselves struggling with intimacy in the              

home, and we at moments have this, “Oh, there is a problem here, but is it me or could it                    

really be my mom’s problem? I mean, she’s affected me. Or my dad? If they had treated me                  

differently. And if they had been different themselves, would I not have the disrepute that I                

have socially?” Any thoughts on that? 

[08:24] Jonathan: No, I think that continues in the same vein. And kind of personal examples, I mean,                 

I know that I’ve done this over the years. We’ve had conversations about this, probably in the                 

interpersonal area, probably in the first area that you mentioned, but if only you guys have                

gotten me involved in this activity or if only you had been into something that I wanted to                  

later be into, and therefore I could’ve learned from you and would have been modeled for me                 

it could’ve changed the trajectory of my life, whether it was athletics or whether it was kind of                  

fill in the blank sort of thing. 

[09:03] We question ourselves, we question our parents, and in my case, questioning you guys and               

these types of things. If you let yourself go too far, it becomes a, “I’m doomed,” right? This is                   

the hand that was dealt to me and I’m not blaming my inaction at this time. I’m blaming what                   

my parents did or didn’t do 15 years ago, 25 years ago, 35 years ago, right? 

[09:32] So, I don’t know if I answer the question exactly, but kind of speaking from personal                

experience, I mean, those moments have come in my teens, in my 20s, etc. 

[09:43] Emerson: That’s exactly the point I’m wanting to make. I think that’s the first way we begin to                  

try to make sense out of perhaps why I have crippling imperfections, or why there are                

ruptured relationships.  

[09:54] We know that we can overcome some of those personal inadequacies. There are socially              

moments where we’re very winsome and we know how to compensate, but at times we kind                

of see a C- grade that we place on ourselves and we never maybe get by with flying colors in                    

every situations, and we even feel at times we’re flunking. 
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[10:17] Thus we ask, “If I had different parents, would there be far more personal contentment? If I                 

had different parents, would there be far more meaningful relationships with other people?             

Would I be happier? Would I be more successful? I had my parents to kind of damage my                  

life!” 

[10:34] Jonathan: Well, and this is me disclosing about my own personal experience as someone who               

didn’t experience abuse, didn’t experience— 

Emerson: You’re about to with your comments. 

Jonathan: Didn’t experience chaos. Didn’t experience poor modeling. So I can only imagine,             

my heart goes out to what people must think at times who did experience those things and                 

childhood was terrible in a literal sense if someone had been observing it, if somebody had                

been there and seen what was going on. 

[11:04] But I think as you’re going to unpack this as we move forward, for somebody like myself and                  

then for those who, you know, as somebody has been observing our home growing up they                

would not say, “This is a problem.” I mean, they wouldn’t have said that, right? It would’ve                 

been a “normal American, Western civilization upbringing.” 

[11:22] But as somebody being a fly on the wall in somebody else is, “This is terrible. We may need to                    

remove these children from this home.” So things like that happen. So if I’ve had these                

thoughts, if others like me had these thoughts as we examine our lives and what we have or                  

haven’t done and worked backward and maybe place blame, I think there’s even maybe a               

more natural impulse at times for people who horrific upbringings and opportunities were             

limited. Maybe you’re going to get into that as well, but that was what was coming up at me. 

[11:46] Emerson: Well, I think that’s the point. There’s a continuum here. And David, you brother, in                

our book “Love & Respect in the Family” talks about the shame that he felt because of our                  

Christian setting. 

[11:55] We had this faith perspective. We had a lifestyle that we lived and he gave voice later on as an                    

adult the shame that he felt at different times. He saw Robocop, I think, down at the                 

neighborhood as a young kid. Some neighbor kids had it and then I, apparently he said he saw                  

me in the back porch with my head on my lap and he just felt overwhelmed by shame. I had                    

no idea. 

[12:20] So on that spectrum, their shame from this religious environments, the legalism, the having to               

go to church, having to be goody two-shoes, being PKs—preacher’s kids—and all the pressure              

there, to the other side, you know, we got a very closed family friend that was subjected to                  

Satanic ritualistic abuses as a child, the killing of animals and just the evil that was behind                 

closed doors and being subjected to this kind of thing. Never feeling that her parents loved                

her, and in fact did not, from every indication. 
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[12:55] So you’ve got these brutal, evil, violent situations and you’ve got the—you know, if we               

contrast it maybe with the worst-case scenario—the pharisaical religious, self-righteous,          

angry, judgmental, condescending type of setting. 

[13:09] So I think the point is all of us try to make sense out of why we are the way we are, and our                        

first real focus is family of origin. We’re going to unpack then, “So what do we do?” whatever                  

side of the continuum we’re on.  

[13:24] We definitely know our parents impact us. I mean, we know economically some of us think, “I                 

couldn’t go to the best Ivy League Schools because my parents couldn’t afford it. My IQ is                 

maybe just a little bit above average, but I’m not genius because of the genetics in my family.                  

It’s not going to happen.”  

[13:41] That raw intelligence, according to certain standards isn’t there. Maybe as you referenced, the              

athletic or the musical skills. I didn’t play the piano, so you don’t play the piano and you look                   

back and think, “Man, I wish my dad had been more musical, then I’d be more musical.” 

[13:54] We see the favoritism, so it appears, of one sibling, and as a result of that we feel                  

unimportant, we feel unloved, and then we also see the marital conflicts our parents might               

have had. We know that we first went to bed sad when our mom and dad maybe fought, if                   

they did, and we kind of cried, as I did. You know I saw my dad attempt to strangle my                    

mother, he committed adultery when I was 11. These create real pain and sadness in the                

human soul. 

[14:20] Looking back on the temper tantrums that I threw. Did I throw those temper tantrums               

because I was being disobedient or because I was being unloved? And we try to process,                

“Then why do we have anger issues? Why do we have depression at times? Maybe it’s all the                  

result of the family.” Any comments on that? 

[14:39] Jonathan: No. Yes, I agree, but even just as you were talking thinking about the IQ, the                 

athletic ability, these types of things that we look on and maybe ask, “Only if…” There is a side                   

to it that’s true. If Mozart had never been given the little harpsichord, or whatever little tiny                 

piano he had at the time, and never exposed to music, would Mozart had been Mozart in that                  

sense, right? 

[15:11] If LeBron James had never been allowed to pick up a basketball, would he have been LeBron                 

James? There’s a yes and no to that answer. So we all look back in this sense too about the                    

opportunities that were presented to us or that weren’t presented to us, the choices that               

were made by our parents for us or the things that they made us do or didn’t allow us to do. 

[15:32] So, you know, I think some of this is kind of wishful, truly wishful, wishful thinking, and yet                  

there’s some accuracy to it as well. We have these points in our lives that our parents                 

influenced, but also later on that we can make that do set the trajectory of our lives. But I’m                   

thinking ultimately it’s about our spirit and our attitude toward these things that you’re              

going… 
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[15:59] Emerson: Well, yeah. The question is is the will of God thwarted in our lives because of the                  

unfortunate upbringing? You’ve got clearly evidence that, “Hey, if LeBron had not been given              

a basketball or lived in some tribal area where they didn’t play basketball,” then yeah. 

[16:13] I remember seeing a documentary where this woman—it was in an African country, minors              

were going to be going into the mines, coming out at noon and there were like 300 or 400                   

men standing in line. 

[16:24] And she would start at the beginning, go all the way to the end and take their order for lunch,                    

and she had not one note. Everybody gave her something different. They said she was just an                 

absolute genius, an absolute genius. Photographic memory, she remembered everything. Did           

it every day. And you think, “She should’ve been teaching at Harvard as a professor of math or                  

something.” 

[16:43] So she’s not going to have that opportunity. What she does is she has a minimal living taking                  

the orders and yet no one could do what she did. It was an absolute phenomenon. So we                  

know environment does in fact affect us, but I think the deeper thing is the will of Jesus Christ                   

for our life, the love of God for our life, the experience of Him in our life. Not going to happen                     

because of these, and the answer is unequivocally “no”. 

[17:07] He is very present and He is very capable of using us in dynamic ways in spite of, and maybe                    

just because of that. “Where there is sin, grace abound,” Paul says. So we want to ritually                 

transition at a certain point. 

[17:21] But I do want to kind of sort of go back. I remember going home during Thanksgiving and                  

Christmas and all of those attitudes would come out, negative things. I thought I was maturing                

as a 16-year old, 17-year old, 18-year old as I went to military school and come home, and                  

even college and come home.  

[17:37] And suddenly you revert again to this childhood attitudes, and it’s kind of like you always have                 

this hope and expectation that this time at home in Thanksgiving/Christmas is going to be               

glorious, we’re going to be adults, we’re going to have all these wonderful conversations. 

[17:52] It turns sour, it turns negative. So obviously there’s something about my parents that are to                

blame here, because when they’re nice everything’s wonderful, and when they’re not nice it’s              

not wonderful. So again, this issue of assigning blame to our parents—and we don’t want to                

do that, we don’t want to be mean-spirited about that—but we have this evidence, don’t we?                

We have these facts, it must be true: they are responsible for my attitudes. 

[18:22] Jonathan: So where do we go from here as you kind of set the stage in the sense that a variety                     

of reasons why children, adult children, look at their own lives, look at their interpersonal               

relationships and sometimes takes significant backward glances as to why they are the way              

that they are or why life has turned out the way that it is. Where do we go from here? 

© 2015 Emerson Eggerichs, All Rights Reserved 



[18:49] Emerson: Well, should we blame the problems in our personal lives and in our interpersonal               

lives on our parents? Many of us do tend to think, at least occasionally at different times in                  

our lives, that they are to blame. 

[19:02] And I want to just kind of encourage you who are listening, again, this continuum—I don’t                

know where you are—but let’s just unpack three points, rooted in Scripture here. 

[19:14] First point I want to make is parents do betray us. You and I chatted before the podcast, you                   

said, “Dad, it kind of feels that maybe you’re letting the parents off the hook.” The sense that                  

the listener’s going to have is, “Oh I know where this is headed. It’s not my parents, it’s really                   

me.” 

[19:36] Well, I want to say, first, parents to betray us. Jesus taught In Matthew 10:21, “Brother will                 

betray brother to death and thy father his child.” I mean, Jesus is very clear of it. This dad                   

turned this child over to the authorities to be killed. It’s a horrible, horrible, extreme, evil                

situation. 

[20:00] So we’re not minimizing whatsoever the abuse that a parent can inflict on a child. The                

question though that arises, because of this mistreatment by our parents, are we damaged              

goods forever? Meaning, we will never fully be happy, we’ll never be successful because of               

their failings toward us. 

[20:22] Well, we certainly see if a parent causes the child to be killed, it’s over with. So we aren’t                   

going to be dogmatic in saying there is little effect. I mean, they can actually bring that child’s                  

life to an end. But apart from the physical death, what about those emotional killings, so to                 

speak, the damage, the abuse, something died in us the day that I saw or heard dad was                  

committing adultery? Something just felt like it died in my spirit. 

[20:52] Am I damaged goods now forever at age 11? Is it over with now for me? And that’s why I                    

speak out of my experience. The answer to that is absolutely not, but we want to point out                  

that there is in fact evil that can come to some of us. Read that paragraph, Jonathan, about                  

what I believe… Or what I don’t believe. 

[21:12] Jonathan: I don’t believe that—and Jesus did not either. Jesus never suggested that because              

parents betray their children that the children will forever be damaged. Jesus fully believed              

that the child who loved him could not only endure the suffering but become the wiser and                 

the better for it. 

[21:27] A betraying parent does not predestine a child to a life of misery. Through suffering a person                 

can discover the love of Abba Father and His purpose for their life in getting the insights in                  

how to conduct oneself as a human being. One can see firsthand the course to take in light of                   

the feelings of one’s parents. 

[21:45] Emerson: That’s right. If someone asks Jesus, “Am I going to be less happy and truthful in life                  

because my parents betrayed me and failed me?” Jesus would say, “In a fact that peace is                 
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found in Him, abiding in Him bear as much fruit. Your parents cannot prevent Me, Lord Jesus,                 

from bringing you joy and significantly using you in this world.” 

[22:07] There is no way that whatever happens to you is going to deprive Christ from using you as His                   

vessel. Now, that doesn’t mean—and you and I chatted again, Jonathan, earlier—there are             

some people who start, you know, they don’t start at the starting line. They’re 100 yards                

behind. Everybody else had got a head start. Life isn’t fair. We’re not saying that. 

[22:26] But again, that beautiful principle, “where there’s sin, grace abounds,” and we’ve got to trust               

that this suffering you went through actually God’s going to use it in even a greater way.                 

You’ve got to have that confidence. There is a faith component here: you’ve got to trust that                 

your Heavenly Father—if you do fault to Him, He’ll allow this, therefore He’s to blame and                

now you’re as upset with God as you are with your Earthly parents. Then I got to challenge                  

you to stop that. You’ve got to let go of that and open your heart to the fact that your                    

Heavenly Father loves you. 

[22:55] And as I have said, you’re passing judgment maybe on your parents and you’re saying, “I’m                

crippled because of how bad they were.” Well, how would you know how bad they were                

unless you had an internal standard of what was good and bad. 

[23:06] And that internal standard within you is the only thing that would enable you to pass                

judgment. So you’re not damaged goods. You better than perhaps anybody know good and              

bad and you now have the invitation from the Heavenly Father to go the other direction. You                 

could break the cycle. You will have an even greater, bold belief the truth. 

[23:27] When I saw my mom and dad argue, it was firsthand evidence that I knew now how they                  

shouldn’t do that. I knew the right way to live based on the fact that my dad exploded in rage.                    

I made that decision: rage doesn’t work. It’s a useless thing. Why would I do that? 

[23:44] So what I could feel sorry for myself, I had a dad that had rage issues. It actually was a gift to                      

teach me that’s not the way to go. And every person has that crossroads they come to                 

whether or not they’re going to make that choice. 

[23:58] Jonathan: Let me add there, that even in your situation as you looked at your own life and                  

whether it was the rage, whether it was the anger, there was a system around you, whether                 

that was military school and some of the mentors you had there, or whether it was the                 

transition to Wheaton and good Godly friends, professors, pastors, etc., who you were             

drawing upon in that season as you made that transition. 

[24:21] So for those of you that are listening out there, and even at this point in your life, and maybe                    

look back and say, “I’m damaged goods, the things that happened to me, where do I turn?” I                  

mean, I think it’s important to emphasize that turning to others in this process, and even                

exploring some of that death and that pain—whether it’s a counselor, whether it’s a pastor,               

whether it’s a wise and discerning friend—this doesn’t need to be done alone. 

[24:42] Emerson: And it shouldn’t. That’s exactly right. We need to hear it. As the person who listens                 

to the podcast, you need to hear from other people who can identify with us. That’s exactly                 
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right. And I thought where you were going to go with this though, “But you were pulled out of                   

the home, you went to military school, you also had the opportunity to go to Wheaton. So                 

other people out there may not have had those opportunities.” 

[25:01] Yeah, well in those environments in military school kids that went through the same thing I                

did resented me in an authority situation. They hated the faculty. They went AWOL, they               

rebelled, and even in Wheaton there were kids that were raised in Christian homes. I thought                

I died and gone to Heaven. They hated being at Wheaton. It was more of the same. They had                   

a cynicism. 

[25:22] So, again, you can have the best of environments and still rebel. You can have the worst of                  

environments and become a saint because of it. Again, that’s the message we’re trying to say.                

Yes, I think to your point there are always wise people out there that you can turn to. Don’t                   

try to manage this on your own. 

[25:40] I remember many times sitting down with down and just having them speak into my life and                 

just the joy that I experienced when I exited, and I was so grateful for having people who are                   

able to address the issues that I struggled with. 

[25:52] Jonathan: Even with me, as I near age 40 here—unbelievably—I sit down with other people               

than you of my age who are in their 50s and 60s and still have kind of mentor-mentee                  

relationships. It’s important at any age or stage, but as you’re talking about, if the attitude                

isn’t there, the people around you aren’t going to matter because you’re not going to be open                 

to it. 

[26:17] But if there is an attitude, a tenderness that’s developing, whether it has been and in part                 

because of this podcast, you begin to explore this and don’t do it alone. Have somebody or                 

others take you along this path that have been there and process this with you. I think that,                  

I’m probably biased being a psychologist, but I think that that can pay great dividends. 

[26:38] Emerson: Hugely so. And I think the point we’re making here is we’re conceived in the fact                 

that you may have had parents that have betrayed you, who did evil, but you’re not damaged                 

goods. It’s not over with. You’re not predestined to misery. You’re not predestined to be an                

unhappy, unsuccessful soul. Doesn’t mean you don’t have a mountain to climb, but hey, that               

also creates endurance, that whole idea that a wound eventually becomes a scar and a scar is                 

a tougher tissue than the normal skin that was there in the first place. 

[27:04] There’s always an upside to the downside. There’s always a front side—I should say maybe in                

this case, a back side strength to the front side weakness. That there are two sides of that coin                   

and you must have that sense of optimism. 

[27:18] But there’s a second side of this now. Not only do parents betray us, but children betray and                  

disobey their parents. Jesus said in Matthew 21, “And children will rise up against parents and                

cause them to be put to death.” So now we have the other side. You want to read what I said                     

there? 
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[27:36] Jonathan: Jesus did not blame the parents for the children turning them over to the               

authorities. To Jesus, these children were the reason for the death of their parents. This is an                 

ugly scene. My question is will these children find excuses as to why they turned their parents                 

over to the authorities to be murdered? I’d predict they will find several reasons to rationalize                

why the parents were to blame and needed to be betrayed. 

[27:55] If someone had said later after the death of the parents, “I can't believe you turned your mom                  

and dad over to the authorities to be executed,” the children might reply, “Look, my parents                

did not do what they were supposed to do. They went along with this revolutionary Jesus and                 

because of this they threatened my future security and success.” 

[28:10] Emerson: So what is my point here? Children are moral and spiritual beings who make their                

own decisions. Those can be good or bad decisions. Sadly, some adult children look back and                

instead of owning up to their own disobedience, owning up to their own sinful choices, they                

now contribute to their personal unhappiness and the struggles that they have with other              

people, they blame their parents! 

[28:33] And that’s why I referenced earlier, some children raised in Christian homes complained that,              

“My parents had been different. I would’ve not reacted as I did. If they had not preached                 

Jesus to me so much and forced me to go to church and Sunday school, if they had stopped                   

guilt tripping and shaming me, if they had given me as much freedom as other parents gave                 

their kids, I would not have these personality disorders.” 

[28:54] But my response is, unlikely these parents in most cases are good-willed parents who tried               

their best in raising their children and the problem in this case probably rest squarely on the                 

children. Paul, the Apostle, describes this twice in Romans 1:30 and 2 Timothy 3:2 where he                

says, “The children are disobedient to parents.” 

[29:18] And some of you just need to honestly realize your mom and dad didn’t have anything to do                  

with your personal discontent and the reputation struggles you’re having. It’s really your own              

rebellion against authority, it’s your own issue. I wanted just to encourage you to step back                

and say, “You know what? Don’t assign the blame to your mom and dad. It’s not going to get                   

you any farther ahead, and the truth is they did their best. They may have been overly                 

demanding, but taking you to Sunday school is not reason for you to feel like you got a                  

warped personality. 

[29:47] I mean, come on. This is not being subjected to satanic ritualistic abuse, this was attending                

Sunday school. That is an excuse, and you need to step back because it’s depriving you of your                  

successes. Let go of that and just say, “You know what? I’ve got some internal attitudes.” I                 

think that’s why God sent me to military school because of my rebellion against authority. 

[29:47] Five years I had to deal with my propensity to rebel against people telling me to do what I                   

didn’t want to do. And it wasn’t my mom and dad’s fault, it was my issue. And some of you                    

are not succeeding in organizations because you have such an attitude toward authority, and              
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you think somehow you’re justified in that. That’s deep within your soul and it’s robbing you                

of your success, not to suggest fruitfulness for the Kingdom. Any thoughts on that, Jonathan? 

[30:33] Jonathan: Well, just to summarize we’ve got the first point you made here that we’ve got                

parents who would kill their children, parents who do evil things to their children, terrible               

upbringings, etc. It doesn’t predestine a child to determine the future and you challenge              

people in that respect. 

[30:55] And then secondly, we’ve got these children who had turned their own parents over to the                

authorities to be killed. I guess in today’s age these children that are blaming their parents—in                

some ways to use that line from a previous podcast—the punishment doesn’t fit the “crime”.               

Sunday school is not a crime. Going to church every Wednesday and Sunday night is not a                 

crime, and yet you’re letting this dictate your life in your 20s and 30s and beyond somehow                 

they have made you into damaged goods, and how did they let that go. 

[31:25] I guess as we kind of wrap this up, I think there’s a third point here that you’re going to make                     

and close this. 

Emerson: Why don’t you read that? 

[31:33] Jonathan: Neither the parent nor the child is to blame for the painful reality of the child’s                 

condition. Instead, in the mystery of God, the child’s plate is for the glory of God. We read                  

something encouraging in John 9, “And His disciples asked Him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man               

or his parents, that he would be born blind?’ And Jesus answered, ‘It was neither that this                 

man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.’” 

[32:00] Emerson: It’s a powerful thing! It’s a powerful thing! It’s a mystery. We don’t know why he                 

was born blind totally. We all ask, but Jesus said, “Look, this is for God’s glory that He’s going                   

to display Himself through this,” and you may be in that situation. 

[32:16] Look, it’s not your fault. It’s not your parents’ fault. You have this affliction, but let’s just trust                  

together that there’s a deeper something there that God is working. You may have been born                

with some condition that’s made life difficult.  

[32:30] Geraldine was the same age as my mother. She baby-sat me. She had cerebral palsy and she                 

adored me and I was raised in a sense by a women who had cerebral palsy. She was limited.                   

She was confined. She was very intelligent, but she was in trap.  

[32:46] We were on the plane coming back from Dallas and there was that individual. I think he has                  

cerebral palsy. He was entrapped in his body. They needed to put him on a little wheeler to                  

take him back to the bathroom in and out. He’s incapacitated, and yet there’s a soul within                 

him. 

[32:59] Now, is it his parents to blame? Is he to blame? Jesus is saying, “No, no.” But there is this                    

tendency as it was in the first century as today to try to figure out why. As was the case of the                      
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man born blind. People wondered to themselves, “Am I the way I am due to my parents or                  

due to something about me? Is God against my parents? Is God against me?” 

[33:20] “That’s the wrong question,” Jesus is saying, “Don’t ask those questions.” Jesus provides a              

third reason that the works of God might be displayed in you. And in John 11 at the raising of                    

Lazarus who had died, Jesus said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God                    

so that the Son of God may be glorified.” 

[33:40] I just want to encourage you, have you ever just said, “Lord, I don’t know why I am the way I                     

am. I don’t know why I’ve experienced what I’ve experienced, but would you display yourself               

through this? Would you glorify yourself through this?” 

[33:51] Again, I don’t know your family background. I don’t know if your parents betrayed you. I don’t                 

know if you betrayed your parents. But maybe the better answer is that neither of these                

things happened. You grew up in a family with imperfect parents and you’re an imperfect               

child, and today you struggle with personal problems and interpersonal problems. But my             

challenge to you is that ask God to use this in your life to serve other people, to ask Him to                     

take those wounds and turn you into that wounded healer. 

[34:18] And we want to close today and offer ourselves up in prayer to do that. But Jonathan, do you                   

have any closing comments before we end in prayer? 

Jonathan: No. I think it’s appropriate to close now. Thanks. 

[34:29] Emerson: Lord, you know this person is listening. I don’t know their heart, their soul, how                

they’ve tried to process why they are the way they are personally and interpersonally, but we                

now just simply want to turn our focus from the past to the future and that You intend to use                    

us and the things that have resulted in us being who we are right now we ask You to display                    

Your power through us and in us. 

[34:51] We ask You for You to glorify Yourself through us. We don’t know what that looks like. We                  

don’t know what that means, but we know in humility if we simply say, “Father, this day may                  

You use me as Your vessel in the lives of people around me, may I be Jesus to those who are in                      

need. I make myself available to You. Use my inadequacies, use my failings, may in the face of                  

those I’d be humble, may I be transparent and may I give You permission to operate                

independent of me and in spite of me.” 

[35:23] “And Lord, I just selfishly ask that You would work in my life today and let me know that                   

you’re hearing this prayer. That at the end of the day I look back and realize that coincidence                  

after coincidence was not coincidence. And that I saw Your hand in a way that You and I both                   

knew that it was You even though others might mock that conclusion. In my spirit I will know                  

that You heard this prayer.” 

[35:47] In the name of Jesus Christ I pray. Amen. 

Jonathan: Amen. Take care. We’ll see you next week. 
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