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[00:39] Jonathan: Welcome to the Love & Respect podcast. I’m Jonathan Eggerichs and, as was the               

case last week, I’m not joined by my father this week, but we’ll be completing Episode Part 2                  

of what we started last week with podcast titled “Parenting God’s Way”, which is a sermon he                 

did earlier this year in Florida at a church. Part 1 was last week and this week will be Part 2. So                      

this is Episode 68. 

[01:04] I’m so appreciative of those of you who gave feedbacks and powerful stories about how it                

impacted you. We really appreciate that and I hope that the second half of this sermon, which                 

was about an hour long will impact you the same and that you share with others. 

[01:19] So in a few seconds here I’ll send you over to listen to the rest of that. But I also wanted to                      

thank those of you who continue to give us positive reviews on iTunes. That means so much                 

to us. Those of you who continue to download our app, we went over 10,000 downloads for                 

the app recently. If you haven’t had an opportunity to check that out, please do so. 

[01:38] We just had another comment from somebody recently who said they listened to the podcast               

through the app only and they’re enjoying the interface of that. So you can do that on the                  

podcast website, you can do that through iTunes and other places, but our app, the Love &                 

Respect App, which you can get for all mobile devices, is a great place to do that as well. 

[01:55] But without further due I’m going to send you over to Part 2 of “Parenting God’s Way”. Enjoy.                  

Thanks! 

[02:06] Emerson: I have a principle: My response is my responsibility. At one level I hate that. My                 

response is my responsibility. Because, you see, I want my response to be your responsibility.               

But I have to say that my response is my responsibility. You don’t cause me to be the way I                    

am. You reveal the way I am. Therefore my response is unloving, it’s my issue. But everything                 

in my heart wants to blame you and justify myself, but the truth is my response is my                  

responsibility.  

[02:41] Now, that’s intimidating in one level, but it’s very liberating in another because my response is                

my responsibility. You can't cause me to hate you. You can only reveal my choice to hate you. 

[02:58] You know, a speck of sand in the human eye first causes irritation. If not cared, an infection.                  

And if it’s still not cared for, it can lead to loss of vision. That same little speck of sand in an                      

oyster first causes irritation, then concretion and then produces what? A pearl. 

[03:15] Now, did the sand cause the result in the human eye? Did the sand cause the result in the                   

oyster? Technically no. If it did, next time you get sand in your eye be careful, a pearl my pop                    

out. But that’s not going to happen! 

[03:28] The sand is an irritant that reveals the inner property of the human eye. The sand is an irritant                   

that reveals the inner properties of the oyster. 
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[03:37] Your children are irritants. It’s true! My children irritated me, but what they did is they                

revealed who I am. The good and the bad. I had to come to a point where I realized whether                    

they respected me or were lovable, that’s an irrelevant point. The question is: would I respond                

to the opportunity they afforded me to demonstrate to myself and to Christ that I made a                 

decision to be a loving person independent of them? 

[04:08] And I was forever trying to let them know I loved them. I didn’t love them and let them have                    

license. I was very firm. I went to military school. I’m a big disciplinarian. The book I talk about                   

how to discipline love and respect, you can talk about it. We’re not talking about being                

permissive and passive and just letting to do whatever. 

[04:24] I also said to the kids, “I love you so much, I love you so much I would… If you were in a                       

burning car I’d come in after you. That’s how much I love you, but get up to your room. You’re                    

grounded all afternoon for what you did.” 

[04:36] In fact, I asked the kids as adults, I said, “Do you remember me saying that to you?” Jonathan                   

is a clinical psychologist and we do the “Love & Respect” podcast together. He’s my executive                

manager. Joy, who is, she’s worked ten years with us, did a thing called “Love & Respect                 

Now”,  she’s been very burdened about that. 

[04:57] But I asked each of the children what they felt about this. And Jonathan said, “Well, I felt very                   

secure by that statement.” I said, “David?” “You know, dad, I really felt loved. I really did.” I                  

said, “Joy?” “Where there a lot of burning cars in the neighborhood?” 

[05:10] You know, but there comes a moment when who they are, who they are is irrelevant. I mean,                  

there were times the kids would say, “You’re the worst parent on the planet.” I’d say, “Yes,                 

finally I’m number one at something!” I love it! The superlatives. 

[05:31] “Hey, but nice try, get to your room! I’m not running a popularity contest. I don’t care what                  

you feel about me. Fine! In fact, I’m kind of excited about being number one.” 

[05:43] I chose to be who I was because I realized my dad didn’t. I realized as a little boy, “This isn’t                     

me. I’m just a kid. This is his issue.” He gets in such a rage he spit blood. He threw furniture                     

out the house. 

[06:02] I mean, now, when Christ came into him He changed my dad. He was a changed man. He                  

would weep as he listened to Him because he’s raised by a Godly-wise mother but he rejected                 

it. She was a strong believer. I never knew her, but he rejected Him. 

[06:14] We talked later on. The Spirit of God descended on me and I said, “Dad, you think the Spirit of                    

God skipped over you unto me?” He said, “Absolutely. My mother prayed.” I said, “So all                

those years you knew Christ and never talked to me about it?” He said, “I knew of Him, but                   

no. Didn’t want Him. Didn’t want Him.” 

[06:30] But this idea of my response is my responsibility is why Titus 2, for instance, you mothers love                  

your children, but Titus 2 says, “The older women are to encourage the younger women to                

love their children.” The Greek word there is “phileo”, not “agape.” God has put it in your                 
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heart to agape love your children. You feel love for your children, but the question is do they                  

feel the love that you feel for them? I knew my dad loved me, but I didn’t feel the love that he                      

had for me. And there is a difference. Just because you love your children doesn’t mean they                 

feel the love that you have for them.  

[06:56] In Titus 2, “The older women say to the younger women…” “Phileo” is Philadelphia, brotherly               

love, women who are exhausted, young mothers who are exhausted, they’re tired, they’re             

negative, they’re unfriendly. 

[07:06] You say to the children, “Does your mommy love you?” “Oh, yeah, she loves us a lot.” “Does                  

she like you?” “No, we’ve been bad today.” And in the home you’re not that sweet woman,                 

you know it. Those closed doors you are angry, you are unfriendly and they don’t feel the love                  

even though they know you love them. 

[07:20] And the older women are to say, “Sweetie, it’s okay. We’ve been through this. Come on, come                 

on! They’re not causing you to be that way. You made a decision. Pull back, pull back, pull                  

back! You’re free! You’re free! You don’t have to be that way. Don’t blame them. They’re not                 

to blame. This is your issue.” 

[07:37] Or you have Ephesians 6. Paul says in 6:4, “Fathers do not provoke your children to anger.”                 

Colossians, we’ve already quoted, “Do not exasperate children so they lose heart.” This,             

fathers, you can love your children, you can have compassion for your children, but you can                

feel provoked. This was my dad. He felt provoked to anger and he would provoke me to                 

anger. 

[07:57] He was exasperated, was losing heart, so he exasperated me and all of that sort. I think Paul                  

was very deep here and it’s very simple. “You were provoking your children anger? You’re               

probably feel provoked anger?” And so it’s tit for tat. 

[08:08] So you’re the adult, you’ll get it back, might makes right. Or they’re exasperating you, you’re                

losing heart, so you’ll exasperate them to lose heart to teach them a lesson. And then you                 

have in your mindset that they’re causing this. They’re not causing this. They’re revealing this. 

[08:25] In the process, though, here’s the deal. God’s not evaluating you based on their performance.               

God is evaluating you based on your obedience to him. And you can touch the heart of Christ                  

if you make a decision to be a loving person independent of your kids no matter what, and                  

you will touch Christ’s heart regardless of how your children turn out have you made that                

choice. Have you made it? Or have you said, “I am unloving because they are disobedient”? 

[08:56] I’ll remind you Psalm 103 says, “As a father has compassion on his children.” That’s what we                 

see in the father prodigal. Or Isaiah 49:15, “Can a mother not have compassion on her                

children?” I encourage you to be that compassionate person, even if they don’t deserve it,               

because when you are that way God is pleased. 
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[09:19] There’s a second question. A second question. Who is my child? Really, I mean, who is my                 

child really? Your child is a moral spiritual being who is free to respond your love or your lack                   

of love. And you, who are adult children, you are free.  

[09:40] Even though I was wounded by my father, I was not damaged goods, but there can come a                  

point where we think, you know, “Because of my parents’ failures I’m damaged goods.” No,               

no, no. You’re a moral spiritual being who is free. You are free. Yes, you are wounded. And                  

yes, life is not fair. Yes, you’re treated unjustly. But the truth is whether “a sin grace abounds,”                  

Paul says, and actually the wounds that you feel Paul says, “God is the God of all comforts,                  

who comforts us in all of our afflictions so that we may be able to comfort those in                  

afflictions.” 

[10:13] But he doesn’t answer the question why we were afflicted in the first place. He’s numb, it’s                 

silent. You have to make a decision. The affliction came, no answer is given as to why it came,                   

but will I become a conduit to be a source and a means of comfort to others who need it, or                     

will I become bitter and stop it right there and become stagnant like the Dead Sea or will I be a                     

conduit? 

[10:36] I will tell you that I made a decision that my wounds would turn me into a wounded healer,                   

and that process of allowing those pains to enable me to minister better to other people. But                 

you have to come to that point, but I tell you, when you do, the opportunities, the ministry to                   

be using other people’s lives is incredible. 

[10:54] You know, there was this surgeon that amputated the legs of a soldier and both legs had to be                   

removed. When the soldier came, the doctor was there beside him. And he said, “I had to                 

amputate both of these.” The kid looks and screams at the doctor, but the doctor says, “I                 

understand, son.” And he screams even more, “You don’t understand!” and he curses him and               

just goes off on him. 

[11:13] The doctor says, “I do understand. Quiet!” He raises up both of his legs, pant legs and he has                   

artificial limbs. The boy looks at them and breaks into tears, sobbing, as they embrace. That’s                

how God wants to use your wounds! Or would you be shaking your fist? 

[11:34] So as an adult child, you are free, but as a parent you need to understand the other side of                    

this. Your children are free. They are free, moral spiritual beings who make their own               

decisions. So we have to come to a point where if we’re going to succeed and in the eyes of                    

God so far as our parenting I must come to this realization that I must influence the heart of                   

my children God’s way. 

[11:59] I must influence the heart of my child God’s way. And what’s interesting, the father of the                 

prodigal he understood that, I mean, he understood, I mean, maybe it was into him that he                 

was going to be a loving person and he was going to appeal to his son lovingly. We don’t know                    

how it went down in terms of him saying, “I don’t want you to take the inheritance, but it’s                   

your right and you got to learn your lesson on your own.” But he knew that if he was                   

compassionate and loving, that if anything was going to win the heart of his son this                
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would—and guess where the boy returns when he comes to his senses—to his father full of                

compassion. 

[12:30] He comes back just to be a hired hand, he didn’t come back to get more. He just says, “I’ll                    

serve.” As far as we know, that’s what he did. 

[12:38] But he returns because this father influenced the heart of his son by this love. But you need to                   

understand that kind of influence is limited because he didn’t have the power to coerce the                

son into being obedient in the first place by not taking the inheritance. 

[12:52] He never affected as he begged and appealed to the older son to be forgiving. He wanted                 

nothing to do with it. Here’s the deal: parenting only has so much influence, there’s               

limitations. And once I realized this, this liberated me because God does not intend for us to                 

coerce and control our children. I want to explain that. 

[13:10] But here’s the deal: I can give to my children and I can demand that they say “thank you”, but                    

I cannot coerce them to have a grateful heart. I can be understanding and empathetic toward                

my children, but they may not want anything to do with that. 

[13:23] I can instruct my children, but they may not be teachable. I can discipline them, but internally                 

they can choose to still be rebellious. I can encourage them as best I know how, but they’ve                  

got to make the internal choice to be confident and courageous. 

[13:41] I can pray for them, but that doesn’t mean they’re going to trust Jesus Christ. Why? Because                 

they’re moral spiritual beings who are free to respond to love, or free not to. That is true                  

truth. 

[13:54] That’s why Proverbs 22:6 needs to be understood in that context. If you do that, you’re                

creating the most loving environment that best motivate your children to choose your faith              

and values, but there’s no guarantee. 

[14:06] Jesus himself taught that there would be children turning their parents over to the authorities               

to be murdered. And he didn’t blame the parents. Those were the evil choices of their                

children. We’re truncated in the way we interpret Scripture. We just ignore what Jesus said               

because we’ve got a psychological framework that we abide by: good parents have good kids,               

bad parents have bad kids, end of deal. Your kids are bad, you’re bad; your kids are good,                  

you’re good. 

[14:29] And both of those can be absolute lies! Because in the Scripture you see two other scenarios.                 

Good parents have bad kids—father of the prodigal—and bad parents have good kids. Who?              

One illustration is Josiah, king of Israel. He became king at age 8. At age 16 he said he began to                     

seek the Lord and for the next couple of decades he reformed all of Israel. But his father and                   

grandfather were wicked dudes. Wicked! 

[14:52] Bad parents, good kid. Why? Because we are moral spiritual beings who are FREE to decide.                

You’re not damaged goods if your parents are horrible. You’re free, and you can become that                
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wounded healer. But you can be this Godly-wise parent who has a child who rebels against                

you and it has nothing to do with you. It is their decision. 

[15:16] And in the eyes of Christ you are touching the heart of God and you’re succeeding in His eyes.                   

Like the father of the prodigal who represents Abba. This is powerful stuff. 

[15:32] That’s where I had to come to that point in where I realized, “You know what? I cannot                  

control the ultimate outcomes in my children. I can only control my actions and reactions to                

my children.” And that’s the way God intended it. 

[15:46] Now early on we control our tods, but we move from that 24/7 absolute control of the tods so                   

they don’t run into the street, so we have to move to counsel with our teenagers because you                  

can't control them 24/7. 

[15:58] Then you move from counsel to cast off. Jesus said, “A son shall leave father and move and                  

cleave to his wife.” These are not children might makes right that you can control. You’re                

raising future spouses and parents. These are little people that are going to become big               

people, but the whole goal is to get rid of them! 

[16:22] But this idea that I can control only when they’re tods. What do you do when you have to                   

move here into counsel? If you continue to try to control then, of course, it’s not going to                  

work. So as the father of the prodigal you have to begin to appeal, and there’s a risk. 

[16:42] But the question is, do you want them to internalize this? I mean, you think of the Amish                  

community—that we’re the number one book among the Amish. In fact we have our marriage               

conferences and there’ll be 40 Amish in the back. Those who left the community will come                

with their vans and pick them all up and they have in the Amish community that they go to                   

these “Love & Respect” thing it’s “of the light.” They call us “of the light.” This is of the light.                    

So they come.  

[17:04] But they’ll talk about the fact that when they turn 18 they are, “You’re out,” and you have to                   

make a decision whether you want to be committed to us for the rest of your life. This is your                    

decision for yourself, it’s not our decision for you. They, they’ve learned that, just as the Jews                 

when you became Bar “Mitzvahed”. You were 13. Maybe this boy was 14, 15, 16, we don’t                 

know, but he had a right to the inheritance, it was given, but you’re responsible. The dad                 

knew that, “I can't coerce you into being wise.” He knew in his heart as a loving father, “That                   

my son is a fool, but he’s got to hit the wall!” 

[17:31] I cannot control that internal decision. The only thing we can do is create the most loving                 

environment that best motivates our children to choose our faith and values. And when we               

choose to be this loving person and we choose to influence their heart by appealing to their                 

heart, by appealing to that as a moral spiritual being within and we do that in a loving way.                   

That if anything is going to probably persuade them to come to our faith and come to our                  

values, that’s going to be it. 
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[18:00] And because what’s happening is I’ve really got the real disease of love and Christ in my heart                  

and I’ve got the real disease and then I sneeze on my kids and it’s contagious and they get the                    

real disease too. 

[18:12] But it’s more about who I am in relationship to them, than about who they are in relationship                  

to me. They’re in that process of trying to discover that. So what I want to be is that                   

appetizing element in their life. Because why? They’re moral spiritual beings who have to              

make their own decision. 

[18:27] Robert Coles, the Harvard psychiatrist, used to subscribe to the idea that children were clean               

slate. He is the one that interviewed Ruby, who was the first African American who was                

integrated into the school system. She was like six or seven. He interviewed her and said,                

“How are you dealing with it?” “I just pray to Jesus for them.” 

[18:42] He says to himself, and he wrote, “This is just a religious quote to disguise her hidden fears.”                  

But as the years went on, he began to listen to the stories. They started coming back of other                   

people. There was a white boy who stood between a black kid in a white gang. He asked him,                   

“Why you didn’t?” He says, “Something in me just drew the line.” 

[18:59] He began to realize and he shifted his position that children are moral spiritual beings who                

make their own decisions apart from their environment. They can do that because they’re              

free.  

[19:09] They’ve studied kids who witnessed in the genocides in Africa the butchering by machete of               

their parents, and they realize, the clinicians and the sociologists that study them, that they               

weren’t in trauma, they weren’t psychologically damaged. Why? Because they’ve chose to            

forgive. Why? Because they understood the reality of evil, and they chose to forgive and it                

resulted in wholeness. 

[19:31] Some of us our mother didn’t give us the inheritance and we’re bitter souls because you                

didn’t get enough. We’ve really warped ourselves in this culture. But from a biblical              

standpoint, your children are free moral spiritual beings and they’re going to have to make               

that decision for good and God, or for the other way, the carnal flesh. 

[19:54] So what you want to do is to create this most loving environment. Here’s the deal: if you                  

choose to create the most loving environment that best motivate your children to influence              

your heart as best you can and they don’t respond, you’re still successful in the eyes of Christ. 

[20:08] Some of you have done that for 30 years and your children have resisted you, and you’ve                 

concluded that you’re messed or there’s something bad about you. No, no, no! You have no                

idea what’s coming on that day. 

[20:25] Think of all the Scripture. I mean, would you be a horrible parent if your children turned you                  

over to the authorities to be killed? Jesus said that’s going to happen. Are we now as                 

evangelicals can say, “You must have been a bad parent, your kids are bitter”? No! And we’re                 

moving into a society now where we are no longer the elite. 
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[20:44] The Millenials are looking at things differently. And so are you a bad parent because they                

listen to the voice that’s going to be contrary to that? You’re going to have to decide. This is                   

powerful stuff. 

[21:06] This is why Paul though appeals to children, “Children, obey your parents,” in Ephesians 6,               

Colossians 3. Why? He doesn’t say, “Parents, have your children obey.” No, he goes right to                

the kids. Why? Because they are moral spiritual beings who are free to either obey or disobey.                 

They are free. It’s their decision. It’s their decision. 

[21:31] But I want you to know you can affect them when you do this. I mean, there was a father who                     

wrote me, he was helping this 4-year old boy that wanted ice cream. They were scooping out                 

the ice cream and the 4-year old boy wanted to do it, and so he let him do the scoop and went                      

up in the air that ice cream and fell on the floor splat. 

[21:45] The dad was tired, exhausted and he screamed, “I can't believe it. I should’ve done it myself. I                  

can't believe you just did that.” The little boy, 4-years old, just got down off the stool and left                   

kitchen and went into the living room. 

[21:55] As the dad is cleaning everything up the Lord speaks to him, “You know, that was wrong.” And                  

so he realized so he need to seek his son’s forgiveness. So he goes into the other room. His                   

little boy just stands stoically looking out the window. 

[22:05] He gets down on his knees and he said, “Son, I was wrong. Would you forgive me?” “Daddy is                   

here to tell you I was wrong.” The little boy burst into tears, turned around and embraced his                  

father. He’s a little person, a spiritual being with feelings and knows right and wrong. But he                 

was stoic and that was me. 

[22:25] My dad never sought my forgiveness. He never tried to influence my heart. There’s no               

guarantee that I would’ve responded. Why? Because I’m a moral spiritual being who’s free to               

either decide to forgive or not to forgive. That’s not the issue. The issue is would my dad                  

influence my heart?  

[22:45] I was 29 before I ever heard him say “I love you.” It was on a phone call, he’s ready to say,                      

“Goodbye.” He said, “I love you,” and I thought, “Wow!” I knew he loved me, but, again, do                  

you always feel the love that your parents feel? 

[23:01] But here’s how you influence. Some of you are 78 years old and your children are 50th, but                  

you can get on the phone and say, “You know what? I need to seek your forgiveness.” They                  

may or may not forgive you, but that’s not the point. You want to touch the heart of Christ                   

because that leads us to our third point. 

[23:18] The third point is: where is Christ in all of this? Who is Christ in all of this? And is that even                      

relevant? 
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[23:28] It’s interesting. When you look at this father and you see this episode he says, the son says,                  

“Father, I’ve sinned against Heaven.” Sinned against Heaven. Where did that come from? How              

did he get this God consciousness? I think from his father. 

[23:45] He said, “I’ve sinned against Heaven, against you.” It wasn’t just the horizontal. It maybe               

through the years the father said, “Son, it’s not just about me. It’s not just about you, but it’s                   

about our heavenly Father. It’s about Heaven. The heart of God. He’s watching. He’s there.” 

[23:59] So here’s the deal. Where does Christ fit into all this? He is watching and rewarding your love.                  

And to succeed as a parent in God’s eyes, we must parent on to Jesus Christ to hear, “Well                   

done.” 

[24:15] So Jesus said, “If you’ve done it to the least, you’ve done it to me.” And Paul in Colossians 3                    

and Colossians 5 and 6, he’s talked about marriage, he’s talked about fathers and children, the                

whole family situation. Both these situations, masters and slaves, and you see this motif, this               

ongoing theme, “As to the Lord, as to the Lord, as to the Lord. Whatever good thing each one                   

does, this will receive back from the Lord. Your actions will be rewarded.”  

[24:42] This is a powerful teaching. What Paul is saying is not about the people in front of you. It’s                   

about Jesus Christ who stands beyond the shoulder of your spouse, who stands beyond the               

shoulder of your child. 

[24:54] You do it unto Christ. So here’s the deal. You can succeed in God’s eyes as you parent unto                   

Christ who’s beyond your child. It isn’t about your child. Your child is irrelevant. That was the                 

point I made in the Fox News article, “Why Biblical parenting has nothing to do with your                 

children?” It has everything to do with us loving Christ more than our children, loving Christ                

beyond our children. “As you’ve done it to the least, you’ve done it to me.” 

[25:19] Once I began to realize, “Whoa! This is more about my obedience to Christ than my children’s                 

obedience to me.” Once that happened it liberated me, but it also liberates the children               

because at the end of the day this is a two thing, two-part thing. It’s not just them. Might                   

doesn’t make right. It isn’t them being answerable and accountable to me. I’m answerable              

and accountable to God. 

[25:38] But here’s the deal: even if they don’t obey me, I can obey God. And even in the midst of their                     

disobedience I can demonstrate my obedience and I can touch the heart of Christ by the way I                  

parent, and especially when I do it under Christ to touch the heart of Christ. Nothing I do is                   

wasted. Everything counts! 

[25:55] Have you caught that? When I am in Facebook or in our social media—last year we become                 

very intentional and so it exploded with over 1 million people in our feed. Just exploded. And                 

so now I’m putting out content every day. It’s all free. But I get this feedback because it helps                   

me understand where people are at. 

[26:18] Here’s what I recently put on Facebook, and the response said to me that this point that I’m                  

just now making to you people aren’t paying attention to it, and they’re Christ followers. But                

here’s what I wrote, “With eyes of faith, envision Jesus standing just beyond the shoulder of                
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your spouse or child and listening to every word you speak in every conversation, whether               

pleasant or tense. And when you speak lovingly and respectfully to your spouse or child, you                

are speaking to Christ. Your spouse or child just happens to be there too.” 

[26:52] Well, people started responding. I mean, this is just an illustration. “I didn’t know that.” “That                

was enlightening.” “Wow! I wish I’ve heard that many years ago.” Another, “Mind opening.”              

“Wowzer!” Wowzer? I didn’t… 

[27:09] “Speak to God in your conversation with your spouse, oh my goodness. Mind opening.              

Learned a valuable lesson today.” “I never thought of it that way. It’s going to have to change                  

how I speak.” 

[27:19] “Makes me rethink how I speak to my children.” Puts a whole new light on things, doesn’t it?                  

“Makes me want to watch how I speak.” “Oh, man. I needed that. Thank you so much.” Or this                   

person, “That’s a great visual. Now, this is powerful to even imagine! This revelation changes               

how I treat everybody. It’s one of those statements that stay with you. So good!” 

[27:41] Another said, “This is beautiful. Cold chills. Wow! That’s deep. That’s a deep thought.” “Even               

knowing that this is so true, just the reminder makes you want to pay closer attention to what                  

is said. Thanks!” 

[27:54] As I listened to these kinds of responses, I’m realizing, “These are Christ followers.” I’m               

thinking, “Shouldn’t they know that?” Jesus said, “As you’ve done to the least, you’ve done to                

me.” I mean, everybody knows that! And they know, “As to the Lord, as to the Lord,” but we                   

don’t make a connection between Christ and our children. We don’t make a connection              

between Christ and our marriage. It’s like, you know, it’s two separate worlds. No, no, no! 

[28:18] So in conclusion, here’s the deal. You can succeed in God’s eyes if you choose to be a loving                   

person independent of your children. You can succeed in God’s eyes if you choose to influence                

their heart in God’s way. 

[28:33] I explain it in my book. I call it “Guides” G-U-I-D-E-S, which is every passage who parents, is                  

about parenting. When you apply GUIDES you’re influencing the heart of your children God’s              

way and it’s going to lead to this third thing. You’re going to hear, “Well done.” You’re going                  

to do this under Christ and you’re going to hear, “Well done,” and He’s going to reward you. 

[28:51] Paul is very clear on this. Jesus is very clear on this. Nothing you do is wasted, even if your                    

children do not respond. Do you believe that? Do you believe that? And if you do that, do you                   

believe that you’re succeeding in God’s eyes even if your children do not follow your faith and                 

values? 

[29:12] Some of you need to come out from under this guilt and shame and reenter into the cause of                   

Christ, even though your children aren’t who you want them to be. Be free. Let’s pray                

together. 

[29:25] Lord, we thank you for this truth—a simple, simple truth—that we are moral spiritual beings,               

free to love. Our children are free not to respond. But regardless, as we do this unto You.                  
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There’s coming the day when you will say to us, “Well done. Well done, good and faithful                 

parent. You were faithful in a few things. I’m going to put you in charge of many things. Enter                   

the joy of your Master.” Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
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